
The Second Sunday of the Kingdom 

My dear Friends, 

We have been watching and listening the leaders of the world gathering over the last week in Rome for the G20 and then 
much larger gathering in Glasgow for COP26, the climate change conference. Most of them were Prime Ministers and 
Presidents, elected leaders of democratic countries. Some of the Middle Eastern leaders however come from princely families 
and enjoy their position through the inheritance principal. In addition our own Royal Family were much in evidence. The 
Queen was regrettably but quite understandably advised to absent herself owing to health issues, nevertheless her address 
to the delegates made her usual impact, challenging the delegates to take very seriously their responsibility to act in a 
statesmanlike manner and think of future generations. The Prince of Wales and the Duke of Cambridge and their Spouses 
were also present not least to help offer a warm welcome to the visitors. Prince Charles has long been a champion of the 
issues under consideration and has used his influence to promote this cause.  

Our monarchy has evolved over the centuries from being all powerful in matters of state, foreign policy and military might 
and within the Church to being the Constitutional Monarchy that we now see. The nineteenth century economist and essayist, 
Walter Bagehot wrote extensively on the role of our Kings and Queens. He famously stated “The Sovereign has, under a 
constitutional monarchy such as ours, three rights – the right to be consulted, the right to encourage, the right to warn.” Our 
Queen has had 70 years of experience of not only being consulted by our own Prime Ministers but also having met all the US 
Presidents of those decades and countless other national leaders from countries large and small from every corner of the 
globe. She has earned the rights to encourage and to warn that she did in her address.  

In our church life we have just begun the Kingdom Season, a period of the ecclesiastical calendar that leads up to Advent. 
During these weeks we consider our Lord’s teaching on the Kingdom of God, a very different kind of rule from that known at 
the time of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Some Kings at that period were absolute dictators, tyrants and had supreme power over 
their subjects, unchecked by democratic processes. Some were benign and caring sovereigns, loved and respected by their 
people. In our Gospel reading this week from St Mark, we hear Jesus proclamation of the good news of God saying “The time 
is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God has come near, repent and believe in the good news.” Biblical scholars and theologians 
have mused over the centuries trying to decide whether this was to be the announcement of a single event that would change 
the governance of the world to God’s pattern or whether it was the beginning of an era that people would in their own lives 
subject themselves to a way of life that would follow Jesus teachings and message of love.  

The Kingdom of God is the central theme of Jesus teaching borne out not only in the rest of this gospel but also in Matthew 
and Luke. Its arrival is good news but it brings judgment as well as salvation and so demands repentance as well as faith. 
Some feel that the Aramaic word that Jesus used we have as Kingdom, might be better translated as ‘kingship’, the emphasis 
being on the rule of God rather than some territorial area where his power is exercised. The Old Testament has this idea of 
the kingship of God running through it, the psalms, prophets and books of history and law speak of him ruling the earth. They 
also look forward to a time when this rule will be asserted in a way that would see all people acknowledge this and be 
obedient to his will. Over the coming weeks we will in our scripture readings, reflections and hymns explore what the Kingdom 
of God means for us today as we seek to be citizens of this nation, subjects of this Sovereign Lord, Jesus.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


